CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM OF RESPONSE

The study of cultural relations, far from being a
merely intellectual subject-matter to be treated academi-
cally, involves the scholar in an analysis of what might
be called cultural dynamics, a study of parallel develop-
ments; influences, and cross-current^, in the civilization
of countries or continents, and the way they affect hu-
man beings, both as individuals and as members - of a
social group in a given historical and social context.

The civilization of Europe, however, is not a homo-
geneous whole. And yet, scholars who have dealt with
the problem of response, and in particular the response
of Europeans to India, always started with the assump-
tion that the civilization of a country or a continent, Is
something static, easily definable, and limited to the In-
tellectual make-up of a few writers, poets and philoso-
phers. But civilization is always a process; not a being,
but a becoming. It Is reflected not only In the *mind of
man, but far more clearly in behaviour-patterns, moral
standards and valuations. A human being who responds
to an alien civilization, does so within the context of his
social group, its thought and behaviour patterns that have
infused into him a particular set of moral standards and
values. The problem of response is very largely Identical
with the problem of how one form of cultural evolution
adjusts Itself or fails to adjust Itself to different, and
frequently diametrically opposed forms of cultural dyna-
mics, and it Is no good assuming that there exists a mys-
terious mechanism of response shaping and re-shaping